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by taking proper precautions, may at all events be secure of his purchase: otherwise all commerce between man and man would soon be at an end.3 These are the words of Sir William Blackstone, but they are good enough for me. Therefore (and not for any reason based on justice) I should feel disposed to decide that the pony should remain the property of the purchaser. But on further reflection, 1 should bethink me how extremely easy it would be for two men to conspire together to steal a pony under such a law. One of them leads the pony out of the field by night, sells it to his colleague, gives him a receipt for the money, and disappears. Is this farce to destroy the owner's title ? What am I to do ? Justice entirely deserts me. I reflect again. There seems to be something c fishy' about a night sale in a lane. Now had the purchaser bought the pony at some public place at a reasonable hour when people are about, there would have been less ground for suspicion of foul play. How would it be then, I ask myself, to lay down the general rule that, when the deal takes place at any regular public place and during specified hours, the purchaser's title should hold good: but when, the deal takes place under other circumstances, the original owner's title should stand ? This would probably be something like the outcome of the reflections of a simple untutored mind actuated by common sense. But it is also very like the law of England.
If I appeal for guidance to the wise, the best they can do is to refer me to the writings of th(3 lawyers, where I shall find out all about market overt and a good many other ' wise regulations by which the law hath secured the right of the proprietor of personal chattels from being divested, so far as is consistent with that other necessary policy that honafule purchaser's in. a fair, open, and regular manner should not be afterwards put to difficulties by reason of the previous knavery of the seller V But we have not got to the bottom of the problem yet. There are chattels and chattels. Tables have legs, but cannot walk: horses can. Thereby hangs a talc. Consequently when. 1 think I have mastered all these ' wise
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